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PREVENTING EXECUTIVE OVER-

REACH ON IMMIGRATION ACT OF 
2014 

SPEECH OF 

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 4, 2014 

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
stand today to urge my colleagues to affirm 
the best of our traditions as a nation, rather 
than our worst partisan inclinations and op-
pose H.R. 5759, the Preventing Executive 
Overreach on Immigration Act of 2014. After 
several years of delay and obstruction on the 
matter of comprehensive immigration reform, 
President Obama acted to protect American 
immigrant families from the threat of forcible 
separation under immigration laws that are in-
adequate in the Twenty-First Century, by per-
mitting parents living in the United States 
whose children are citizens or legal permanent 
residents to avoid deportation and receive au-
thorization to work. 

This legislation, H.R. 5759, exists only to 
allow the Republican-controlled House of Rep-
resentatives to perpetuate the status quo that 
has done greater harm to immigrants who 
have been a part of our communities and criti-
cize President Obama and the families and 
children he is seeking to protect. The enact-
ment of this legislation would repudiate our 
commitment to the value of families. 

H.R. 5759 would nullify and block imple-
mentation of the President’s executive actions. 
If indeed the House majority were to act on 
the bipartisan Senate immigration reform bill. 
There would have been no need for the Presi-
dent to Act through his Executive Authority. 
We, in Congress, must legislate actually solu-
tions. Congress has an obligation to pass 
commonsense immigration reform that offers 
meaningful solutions to the broken system. 

It is also important to note that every presi-
dent during the past 50 years has taken exec-
utive action on immigration and granted tem-
porary immigration relief. Like his prede-
cessors, this president has the legal authority 
to take these actions under the Constitution 
and the Immigration and Nationality Act. Un-
fortunately, the partisan divide in our nation’s 
capital has created this legislation of discord. 

The constituents of my district and across 
the United States understand that families are 
the foundation of our civil society. They want 
reform of our immigration laws that protects 
the interests of American immigrant families 
and supports the development of our nation 
and its people. 

President Obama’s executive action would 
provide protection to millions of immigrants, 
keep families together and expand our econ-
omy. I urge the rejection of this legislation. 
H.R. 5759 fails to uphold the ideals on which 
this nation was established. I urge the defeat 
of this bill. 

CONGRATULATING RICK VIOLETT 
FOR RECEIVING THE 2014 CALI-
FORNIA DISTINGUISHED REAL-
TOR AWARD 

HON. GARY G. MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 11, 2014 

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to congratulate Rick Violett, 
who has received the 2014 California Distin-
guished Realtor Award from the California As-
sociation of Realtors. 

A licensed Realtor for the past 40 years, 
Rick Violett began his real estate career at 
Horvath Realty in Fullerton, California. He later 
started his own company, Investment Brokers 
of Orange County, in 1977. But Rick was not 
selected for this distinguished award because 
of his company’s success. The 2014 California 
Distinguished Realtor Award is awarded to an 
individual who has been a California Realtor 
for 20 years and has demonstrated out-
standing service to the California Association 
of Realtors for no less than 15 of the 20 years 
of service. The honoree also must have 
achieved the California Association of Real-
tors’ designation of Director-for-Life. 

Aside from growing his own business, Rick 
has devoted his time and skills to serving as 
an active participant in the Pacific West Asso-
ciation of Realtors, the California Association 
of Realtors, and the National Association of 
Realtors. Rick has contributed countless hours 
and hard work to preserving the American 
Dream of homeownership for future genera-
tions, not only in California but across the na-
tion. Rick served as President of the Greater 
North Orange County Association of Realtors 
and as merger chairman for the formation of 
the Pacific West Association of Realtors. He 
has been a California Association of Realtors 
Director since 1993, chaired numerous com-
mittees, and has served as a member of the 
California Association of Realtors’ Executive 
Committee. At the national level, Rick has 
served the National Association of Realtors’ 
most prestigious committees and he has also 
chaired various workgroups and task forces. 
Rick always kept me apprised of how the 
issues that were being considered in Con-
gress impacted my district’s housing market. 

A true public servant, Rick is active in his 
community. He has served as a board mem-
ber of the Placentia Rotary Club, a member of 
Placentia-Yorba Linda School Demographic 
Advisory Council, and the President of South-
ern California Leadership Education Founda-
tion for 6th Grade Outdoor Camps. 

I am so pleased that Rick has been recog-
nized for his many years of dedicated service 
to the Realtors. Please join me in congratu-
lating Rick Violett for being awarded the high-
est recognition that the California Association 
of Realtors can bestow on a member. Rick, 
we thank you for your commitment to strength-
ening the ability of Americans to own, buy, 
and sell real property. 

NEW YORK DELEGATION 
FAREWELL 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 11, 2014 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
Gentleman, Mr. RANGEL, our dean of the 
House New York State delegation for yielding 
me the time. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor and bid 
farewell to four colleagues who have served 
this institution, this country, their constituents, 
and the Great State of New York admirably 
and well. 

From a nurse to a captain in the United 
States Navy, my four colleagues, Representa-
tives OWENS, MAFFEI, MCCARTHY, and BISHOP, 
have brought diverse backgrounds to our 
chamber, enriched us with their insight, and 
stood by us through our Nation’s most press-
ing debates. 

Mr. Speaker, today, the New York delega-
tion is losing four pillars, four leaders, four 
friends. I have worked late into the night with 
each one of them on issues vital to the health 
of our Nation, such as stemming the tide of 
gun violence, ensuring an affordable college 
education, updating our Nation’s crumbling in-
frastructure, and providing health care through 
the Affordable Care Act. 

While they will no longer be serving their 
constituents in this body, I am confident that 
whichever way their paths lead them, they will 
continue their legacies of service to their com-
munities any way that they can. 

Mr. Speaker, I join my colleagues in the 
New York Delegation and the House as a 
whole in wishing BILL, DAN, CAROLYN, and TIM 
the best of everything in the next chapter of 
their lives and careers. 

f 

HONORING CHERIE SLAYTON ON 
HER RETIREMENT 

HON. COLLIN C. PETERSON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 11, 2014 

Mr. PETERSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the dedicated service of my Chief 
of Staff, Cherie Slayton. After more than 30 
years of government service, Cherie will be re-
tiring at the end of this Congress. 

Cherie started her career as an elevator op-
erator. She went on to work for former Sen-
ator Frank Church and Congressmen Norm 
Dicks and Larry LaRocco before joining my 
staff in 1995. 

Cherie began as an Executive Assistant in 
my office and, in 2011, was named Chief of 
Staff. Throughout this time, Cherie has been a 
calm and steady voice in a sometimes-chaotic 
environment, offering good judgment and 
trustworthy service. Quite frankly, I don’t know 
if I would have made it through some days 
without her. 

But more important than the day to day 
work here in Washington, Cherie has served 
the people of Minnesota’s Seventh Congres-
sional District. Over the years she has devel-
oped numerous personal relationships—listen-
ing to the concerns of our constituents—and it 
is these friendships that have made Cherie an 
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invaluable member of my team as well as a 
staunch advocate for Minnesotans. It is also 
part of the reason it is so difficult to see her 
go. 

After so many years of dedicated public 
service I know that she is looking forward to 
spending more time with her husband Tom, 
children Tom and Kate, and her grand-
daughter Ellie. 

So again, Mr. Speaker, I am proud to recog-
nize Cherie’s service to the House of Rep-
resentatives and her dedication to Minnesota’s 
Seventh District. I wish her all the best in her 
retirement. 

f 

CYBERSECURITY ENHANCEMENT 
ACT OF 2014 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 11, 2014 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S. 1353, the 
Cybersecurity Enhancement Act of 2014. 

I want to commend several Members on 
both sides of the aisle and both chambers 
who have worked on this bill for many years. 
I want to thank Representatives LIPINSKI and 
MCCAUL and Senators ROCKEFELLER and 
THUNE for their longstanding, bipartisan lead-
ership on this critical topic of cybersecurity re-
search and development. 

This bipartisan bill is overall a very good bill 
that contributes in essential ways to any com-
prehensive effort to keep our nation, our busi-
nesses, and our citizens safe from malicious 
cyber attacks. 

S. 1353 incorporates a number of pieces 
from H.R. 756, the Cybersecurity Enhance-
ment Act of 2013 that moved on a bipartisan 
basis through the Science, Space, and Tech-
nology Committee, and then was passed over-
whelmingly on the House floor last April. 

While S. 1353 is a good bill and I will be 
supporting it, I want to talk about what is not 
in this bill but was in H.R. 756. I hope that as 
we continue to discuss actions our govern-
ment can take to better secure our cyber-
space, we keep these topics on the table. 

The first of these topics is human factors. 
The fact is that people, not software or hard-
ware, remain the weakest link in our cyberse-
curity. Whether it’s weak passwords, or falling 
victim to phishing, or using corrupted thumb 
drives, people unwittingly compromise their 
own security and that of large networks and 
companies every day. To truly secure our 
cyberspace, it is vital that we understand how 
and why people make the decisions they do, 
and how we might develop better policies and 
technologies to reduce risky behaviors. Unfor-
tunately, a section contained in H.R. 756 to di-
rect just this type of research was not incor-
porated into S. 1353. I hope we continue to 
make human factors a priority going forward. 

The second topic is workforce. The federal 
government and private sector alike is suf-
fering from a lack of adequately trained cyber-
security professionals. Unfortunately, women 
and underrepresented minorities are still sig-
nificantly underrepresented in computer and 
information sciences. We can’t expect to fix 
the shortage of skilled cybersecurity profes-
sionals with much less than half of our brain 
power. I wish S. 1353 included more language 

on how our agencies can help address this 
shortage. As I see it, our only option is to con-
tinue to make this a priority. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I want to address a 
concern that NIST had about some of the lan-
guage in this bill. In one of the opening para-
graphs of the bill, paragraph (e)(1), NIST is di-
rected to prevent duplication of regulatory 
processes and prevent conflict of regulatory 
requirements. I just want to clarify two things. 
First, by definition, NIST’s processes are non- 
regulatory. Second, NIST cannot be held re-
sponsible for regulatory actions or processes 
at other agencies. 

The language is ambiguous on this second 
point so I just wanted to make sure we are 
clear in our expectations for NIST. To address 
a second concern that NIST raised, I hope 
that limitation clause in paragraph (e)(2) does 
not prevent regulatory agencies from using in-
formation gained through the processes in this 
bill to fix duplicative or outdated regulations. 

With that Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues 
to support this bill. 

HONORING OUTGOING CONGRES-
SIONAL BLACK CAUCUS CHAIR-
WOMAN, CONGRESSWOMAN 
MARCIA FUDGE 

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 11, 2014 

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
am proud to stand with my colleagues today 
to honor the Chairwoman of the Congressional 
Black Caucus (CBC), Congresswoman MARCIA 
FUDGE, my sorority sister and friend as she 
nears the completion of her term as the 23rd 
Chair of the CBC. Congresswoman FUDGE is 
only the seventh woman to serve as the Chair 
of our Caucus and she has led the way in our 
fight to tackle difficult issues during her two– 
year term as Chairwoman. 

She is an attorney, a businesswoman, 
former president of Delta Sigma Theta Soror-
ity, Inc., a former mayor and has been an out-
standing leader of the conscience of the Con-
gress. 

Chairwoman FUDGE has an exceptional 
record of achievements as the Chairwoman of 
the CBC. Under her leadership, the CBC has 
continued to be the voice of people of color 
and the underrepresented throughout our 
great nation and the world. Whether it was 
civil rights, voting rights, job creation, com-
prehensive immigration reform, health care, 
fighting poverty, or education, Chairwoman 
FUDGE reached across the aisle to build coali-
tions to work on behalf of all people. 

I want to personally thank MARCIA FUDGE for 
being not only a friend but also my mentor. 
She has been an invaluable resource to me 
and I truly appreciate her. 

I agree with our former colleague, the great 
Shirley Chisholm who once said, ‘‘You don’t 
make progress by standing on the sidelines, 
whimpering and complaining. You make 
progress by implementing ideas.’’ Chairwoman 
FUDGE embodies this sentiment as the leader 
of the CBC. 

I look forward to working with Congress-
woman FUDGE in the future and the rest of my 
Colleagues in the CBC during the 114th Con-
gress as we continue to be the conscience of 
the Congress. 

THANK YOU FOR THE HONOR OF 
SERVING 18 YEARS IN CONGRESS 

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 11, 2014 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, since 1997, I have had the privilege to 
serve New York’s 4th congressional district in 
the U.S. House of Representatives. Earlier this 
year, I announced that I would not be seeking 
reelection; in January of 2015, I will step down 
from the post that has brought me so much 
professional and personal happiness and en-
abled me to serve the District to the best of 
my ability. 

Who can say that life follows the script we 
imagine for ourselves when we are young? I 
was a nurse from Mineola living the life I want-
ed. But fate intervened: I went to Washington 
as an advocate against the scourge of gun vi-
olence, and I fought for legislation including 
the 2007 National Instant Background Check 
System Improvements Act (NICS). I worked 
tirelessly during this chapter of my life, but I 
remained in so many ways, a nurse from Min-
eola. I never forgot where I came from or the 
people I grew up with. I have treasured those 
relationships. I became a Representative to 
better their lives through legislation. As I look 
back now, I know that together we have done 
this and laid the groundwork for a brighter fu-
ture. 

Through my work with gun violence legisla-
tion, I acquired a reputation as a ‘‘one-issue’’ 
candidate. But, as I like to say, what woman 
has just one issue? I’ve authored three pieces 
of legislation written into law: The Civil Rights 
History Project Act of 2009, which helped pre-
serve historical artifacts from the Civil Rights 
era; the Serve America Act of 2009, which 
greatly expanded vital service programs such 
as AmeriCorps; and the aforementioned NICS 
act. In addition, I’ve worked on various legisla-
tive efforts, including acts that bolstered our 
science and math education. Working on the 
Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Con-
sumer Protection Act, I championed the cre-
ation of an entity within the Consumer Finan-
cial Bureau that focused on financial em-
powerment by giving consumers the tools to 
be financially literate. While I went to Wash-
ington as a crusader against gun violence, I 
grew over the years into a candidate for all 
issues. 

Most elected officials accomplish what they 
do thanks to the people who supported them 
along the journey. I am no different, and I am 
forever grateful. My staff and I worked to pro-
vide programs and enact legislation that bene-
fited Long Island. We led the Small Business 
Relief Forum in the aftermath of Superstorm 
Sandy, held numerous job fairs to help Long 
Islanders manage the difficult economy, and 
ran blood drives and Medicare prescription 
drug seminars. We’ve closed over 30,000 con-
stituent cases—ranging from social security 
and IRS issues, to veterans affairs and USCIS 
concerns. In these initiatives, the chief goal 
was always the same: better the lives of the 
4th Congressional District. 

No one reaches this point in life without ac-
cumulating a long list of people to thank. I am 
indebted to the entire 4th District for allowing 
me to represent them in Congress, and to my 
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